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Hazards alert for two and four wheels

TWO for the price of one
this week. I want to write
about the annoying habit of
people using their hazard
warning lights incorrectly –
but first I want to comment
on issues inspired by the
new cycle path for North
Leamington School.

It is all very well for the
council to say that “if
cyclists ride with caution

the risk of collision is min-
imised” but these cyclists
are schoolchildren and
teenagers, not known for
being the most cautious of
people.

Going to school, it is quite
likely that there will be a
few of them together, chat-
ting to each other and not
paying as much attention to
the road as they should.

They may wobble or
swerve, ride off pavements
into the road or even just
get in each other’s way, forc-
ing one or more of them to
take avoiding action. Any
drivers in the area must

watch out for these hazards
and if they are sensible
(unfortunately not likely),
there would not be a need
for lower speed limits.

On the other hand of
course, drivers should not
be reversing out of their dri-
veway if they cannot see
clearly. Even without a cycle
path there is a danger of a
pedestrian walking past,
and by reversing the car
they will be half way out
before the driver can see
clearly up and down the
road.

To be safe, drivers should
reverse into their drive and

drive forwards out of it. It
will not take any longer but
is far safer for everyone. It
is obviously more difficult to
look properly if you are
reversing, as you need to
look out of the rear window,
as well as to the left and
right.

WHY do so many people not
know when to use their haz-
ard warning lights? More to
the point, when not to use
them.

As I say to every learner
on the very first lesson, they
are not to be used just so
you can pull up on double
yellow lines outside the
cashpoint on a Friday night.

They are to be used as a

warning to others if you
have broken down or in an
emergency. They may be
used if you are temporarily
obstructing traffic but not
just because you are parked
dangerously or illegally,
which seems to be the main
reasons for them to be used.
It tends to happen on dou-
ble yellow lines, on bends or
even on the zigzag lines at
crossings.

Most of the time using
them actually makes things
more difficult for other vehi-
cles. This is because they
are used when someone has
parked in front of another
vehicle (probably because
they are on yellow lines).

Any vehicle driving up

from behind can only see
one light so it just looks as
if the vehicle is indicating to
move away, rather than
staying there. So the driver
will slow down in case the
vehicle is about to move off.

Just because you put the
hazards warning lights on
does not absolve you from
your responsibilities.

You must park safely and
legally.

PETROL PRICE GUIDE

AANNDD TTHHEE OOTTHHEERR CCOOSSTTSS......Action 21 in Leamington say that as an average, burn-
ing a litre of petrol will produce about 2.3kg of CO2. The Stern report suggested a
total cost of carbon of about £43 per tonne of CO2. This means that the additional
cost of using a litre of petrol, in terms of CO2, is about 10p per litre.

GGaarraaggee ........................................................................................UUnnlleeaaddeedd ............................................................................DDiieesseell
Shell, Kenilworth ................................92.9p ......................................................100.9p
Asda, Leamington ..............................n/a ................................................................n/a
Sainsbury’s ..........................................91.9p..........................................................99.9p
Tesco, Warwick ..................................91.9p..........................................................99.9p
Total, Rugby Road ..............................93.9p ......................................................100.9p
Jet, Kenilworth ..................................91.9p ......................................................100.9p
Comptons, Cubbington ......................95.9p ......................................................101.9p
Total, Southam ....................................93.9p..........................................................99.9p
BP, Warwick ........................................94.9p ......................................................101.9p
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MORE ONLINE
Andy Thomas has been an Approved
Driving Instructor for seven years.
Read more of his columns and add
your comments by going to:

❑❑ wwwwww..lleeaammiinnggttoonnccoouurriieerr..ccoo..uukk//
hhooww--ttoo--ddrriivvee

CCyyccllee hhaazzaarrdd:: A safer
route to the new North
Leamington School is
being built alongside
Oak Tree Close
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Emscote Fish Bar

St George's Day Special

Bring this coupon and get a free portion of chips with any
Cod or Haddock

We Deliver!

01926 400000
170 Emscote Road, Warwick, CV34 5QN

Celebrate St Georges Day on
George Street

THE TOWNHOUSE

BBQ & MUSIC & FREE POOL
HAPPY HOUR PRICES 1 PM - 6 PM

2 George Street Leamington Spa CV31 1ET
01926 733123

Celebrate
ST GEORGE’S DAY

The Vine Inn
Come and celebrate St Georges Day with our

Morris Dancers from 8pm!

Various Offers on Real Ale!

01926 490744
86 West Street, Warwick, CV34 6AW

Celebrate
ST GEORGE’S DAY


